Education in Great Britain
Nursery and Primary Education

There are three stages of schooling in Great Britain with children moving from primary school (the 1st stage) to secondary school (the 2nd stage). The third stage (the tertiary level) provides further and higher education and includes colleges of further education, technical colleges, colleges of higher education and universities.

Full-time education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 5 and 16 and it is free of charge at state schools, though parents may choose a private (fee-paying) school and spend their money on educating their children. Generally speaking, children may start their schooling at the age of 3 ˗ 4 at nursery (pre-primary) schools which provide informal education and play facilities. The main aim of nursery schools is to give basic foundation in literacy and numeracy, or what is known as «the three Rs’» (Reading, Writing and Arithmetic) that is to prepare children for primary school. Nursery schools are not compulsory, the attendance is optional and only 25% of children attend them.

The average child begins his or her compulsory education at the age of 5 at primary school. The first two years are called the Infant school. Children learn to read, write and do simple arithmetic. In addition they draw, paint, model and sing. At 7 pupils are transferred to the Junior school which is usually located in the same building. The following subjects are in the study program: English, mathematics, science, history, geography, music and others. At the age of 11 pupils finish the primary school and continue their education at one of the secondary schools.

Secondary Education

Today secondary education in Great Britain is mainly provided by several types of schools: secondary modern schools, grammar schools specialist schools and (now predominant) comprehensive schools.

The Secondary Modern School is attended by pupils between the ages of eleven and sixteen. It is a state school with practical trend. Such courses as secretarial, trade and commerce, agriculture are taught there. These schools are well equipped with workshops.

The Secondary Grammar School is attended by pupils between the ages of 11 and 16 or 18 years old. Some of them are state schools and some are private. Most of them specialize in two sides: ancient languages, Greek and Latin, history, and philosophy (a classical side) and modern languages, science and geography (a modern side). Among the private grammar schools there are some very old and famous ones such as Eton, Harrow, Rugby and Winchester. These are mainly boarding establishments (student study and live there) so they have a deep and lasting influence on their leavers and cultivate a «team-spirit».

Secondary Modern and Grammar schools take pupils after a strict selection procedures (exams) at the age of 11.

The Specialist Schools program in England was started in 1993 and these are state schools. They specialize in technology, science and mathematics, modern foreign languages, sports and arts. Comprehensive schools are state schools which combine three types of schools: grammar school, secondary modern school and specialist school. These schools take pupils without reference to their abilities. Pupils study according to the general program till the age of 13 or 15, after that they have special courses depending on their inclination.
Under the new national сurriculum a great emphasis is laid on science and technology. Accordingly, ten subjects have to be studied: three «core subjects»: English, science, mathematics and seven «foundation subjects» such as history, geography, a modern foreign language, technology, music, art and physical education.

School year is usually divided into three terms with holidays at Christmas, Easter and for a month of August. In addition there is normally a mid-term one week holiday, known as a «half-term». Classes of pupils are called forms and are numbered from one to six beginning with the first form. Passage from one form to the next one is automatic. At the age of 14 pupils are tested in «core» and «foundation» subjects. At the same age (in the 3rd or 4th form) pupils begin to choose their exam subjects and work for two years to prepare for their General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). The GCSE can be taken in a range of subjects, usually five in number. The exams are usually taken in the 5th form at the age of 16. Marks are given separately and are graded from A to G (grades A, B, C are considered to be «good» marks).

Vocabulary notes:

	nursery
	ясли

	primary
	начальный

	further education
	дальнейшее образование

	compulsory
	обязательный

	private
	частный

	tertiary
	третичный 

	selection procedure
	процедура отбора

	inclination
	уклон

	free of charge
	бесплатный

	boarding establishment
	пансионат

	core subjects
	базовые предметы

	foundation subjects
	основные предметы

	optional
	необязательный

	Secondary Modern School
	средняя современная школа

	Secondary Grammar School
	классическая школа

	Comprehensive School
	единая средняя школа


Exercises 
Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations in the text.

Начальная школа, обязательный, дальнейшее обучение, бесплатный, государственная/частная школа, школа-пансион, посещение, факультативный, ясли, наклонность, процедура отбора, базовые предметы, основные предметы, аттестат о получении среднего образования, оценка (2 вар.)

Ex. 2 Find antonyms for the following words.

State school; optional; free of charge; core subjects.

Ex. 3 Complete the sentences.

1) Full-time education … ….. …. in Great Britain.

2) The main aim of nursery is……………………………… .

3) The average child begins………………………………… .

4) At seven children ……………which is usually…………. .

5) Today secondary education in Great Britain……………... .

6) Comprehensive schools are state schools and take pupils …… .

7) According to the new Curriculum all subjects are divided into … … .

8) Pupils take their exams at the age of ….. and get their … … (GCSE).

Ex. 4 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) There are two stages of schooling in Great Britain: they are secondary and higher education.

2) Full-time education is optional in Great Britain.

3) Education at state schools is fee-paying.

4) An average child begins his compulsory education at the age of 7.

5) Secondary education begins at the age of 11.

6) Secondary education is provided by comprehensive schools only.

7) All secondary grammar schools are private schools.

8) Secondary grammar and modern schools take pupils without any selective procedures.

Ex. 5 Answer the following questions.

1) What are the three stages of schooling in Great Britain?

2) When does an average child begin his compulsory education?

3) Is compulsory education fee-paying or free of charge in Great Britain?

4) What secondary schools provide secondary education in Great Britain?

5) Which of secondary schools take pupils without reference to their abilities?

6) What two groups are all subjects divided into?

7) When do British pupils take their GCSE exams? How many exams do they usually pass?

8) What grades are considered to be «good» grades?

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) В Британии существует три ступени образования: начальное, среднее и высшее (дальнейшее).

2) Полное среднее образование обязательно для детей в возрасте от 5 до 16 лет.

3) Образование в государственных школах бесплатное, но родители могут обучать своих детей в частных платных школах.

4) В начальной младшей школе детей учат читать, писать и выполнять простые арифметические действия.

5) Среднее образование осуществляется в средних современных, классических, специализированных и единых школах.

6) В средней школе особое внимание уделяют трем базовым (английский язык, естественные науки, математика) и семи основным предметам.

7) Итон и Рагби – это платные школы-пансионы, которые принимают учеников после процедуры отбора.

8) В возрасте 16 лет ученики сдают экзамены (три по базовым и два по основным предметам) и получают аттестат зрелости.

Education and Training after 16

The government has stated that all young people should have access to high-quality education and training after the age of 16. They have two routes that they can follow: one based on school and college education, the other on work-based learning.

Most pupils choose to continue in full-time education after 16. Broadly speaking, education after 16 is divided into further and higher education. Further education is largely vocational and covers courses up to and including General Certificate of Education (GCE), A level and AS qualifications, General National Vocational Qualifications (GNVQ) Advanced level.

Those who wish to go on to higher education stay on two years more into the Sixth form. If their schools do not have the sixth form pupils may choose to go to a Sixth Form College. The pupils then concentrate in two or three subjects, in which they take the General Certificate of Education Advanced level (A-level) examination. Good passes are now essential because the competition for places in the universities and other colleges has become much stiffer.

In 1988 a new level of exam, the Advanced Supplementary (AS) exam, was introduced. It is worth half an A-level and usually involves one year’s study. This means that if a pupil wishes to study more than two or three subjects in the sixth form he / she can take a combination of «A» and «AS» levels. A-level arts student, for example, can still study sciences subjects at As level.

Some young people want to stay on in schools for the period between 16 and 18 not just to do academic work but also to study for exams that lead to professional training or vocational qualifications. To this end in 1992 the General National Vocational Qualifications (GNVQ) were introduced. They are taken by pupils between the ages of 16 and18 and focus on vocational skills such as business and finance, information and technology. Most courses are studied at Colleges of Further Education.

The first step for young people entering the job market is their local Jobcentre where they are taught to fill out a curriculum vitae or writing letters applying for jobs. A large number 16 and 17 year-olds enter Youth Training Programs to get vocational experience. Such programs cover a wide range of vocational skills from hairdressing to engineering.


Vocabulary notes:

	access
	доступ

	full-time education
	очное обучение

	to concentrate in something
	концентрироваться на чем-либо

	competition
	конкуренция

	academic
	академический 

	vocational skills
	профессиональные навыки

	curriculum vitae
	краткая биография, резюме


Exercises 

Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations in the text.

Доступ, дальнейшее обучение, профессиональное обучение, очный, образовательный, конкуренция, продвинутый уровень, дополнительный, навыки, концентрироваться на чем-либо, стоить (заслуживать) чего-либо. 

Ex. 2 Complete the sentences.

1) Most pupils choose to ……………………. after 16.

2) Further education is largely ……. .

3) Those who wish to go on to higher education stay …………. .

4) In the Sixth Form pupils …… in which they take …… exams.

5) Good passes are ……… because ………… has become stiffer.

6) If a pupil wishes to study more than……… he/she can …… .

7) Young people are taught to fill out ……… at their local Jobcentre.

8) 16 and 17 year olds enter …………………… to get ……… .

Ex. 3 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) Not everyone has access to further education in Great Britain.

2) Very few British students choose to continue with full-time education.

3)  Further education is compulsory in Great Britain.

4) Pupils who study in the sixth form concentrate in only one subject.

5) The General National Certificate Qualifications are taken by pupils who focus on academic subjects.

6) Good passes on A-level are not essential as there is no competition at British universities.

Ex. 4 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) В Британии все молодые люди имеют доступ к дальнейшему образованию после 16 лет.

2) Дальнейшее образование в Британии преимущественно профессиональное.

3) Чтобы поступить в университет, учащиеся поступают в шестой класс, где они изучают два или три предмета и сдают экзамены.

4) Для поступления в университет необходимы высокие баллы, т.к. конкурс очень высокий.

5) В центре занятости молодые люди учатся составлять резюме.

Higher Education

Higher education in Britain is traditionally associated with universities, though education of University standard is also given at colleges and institutes of higher education which have the right to award their own degrees.

All universities in England and Wales are state universities. English universities can be broadly classified into three types. First come the ancient universities of Oxford and Cambridge that date from the twelfth century.

Oxford and Cambridge are composed of semi-independent colleges. Each college has its own staff, known as «Fellows». Most colleges have their own dining halls, libraries, chapels and contain enough accommodation for at least half of their students. The fellows teach their students either one-to-one or in very small groups (called «tutorials» in Oxford and «supervisions» in Cambridge). British universities are famous for their tutorial method as it brings the tutor into close and personal contact with the student.

The second group of universities comprises various institutions of higher education, usually with a technical bias. These universities are also known as civic or «redbrick» universities. At first they catered mostly for local people and prepared students for London University degree but lately they were given the right to award their own degrees. In the mid-20th they started to accept students from all over the country.

The third group consists of new universities founded after the Second World War. They are located in the countryside and provide accommodation for most of their students on site (hence their name «campus» universities). They focus on relatively new academic disciplines such as social sciences and teach in small groups, known as «seminars».

Another group of universities comprises «polytechnics». Polytechnics were designed to give more practical and vocational education than universities. They had close links with local industry and attracted many part-time students on short courses. Polytechnics also offered «sandwich» courses, i.e. studies interrupted by periods of time outside education. In the early 1990s most of the polytechnics became universities.

Higher education in England and Wales is highly selective, i.e. entrance to British universities is via a strict selective process based on interview. After the interview a potential student (applicant) is offered a place on the basis of GCE A-level exams results. If the student does not get the proper grades, a place cannot be taken by him. Some universities, such as Oxford and Cambridge, have an entrance exam before the interview. So, not everyone in Britain with A-level qualifications gets the chance to study at a university.

Universities offer a wide range of courses from highly academic ones to very vocational ones. University studying lasts three years, however medical and veterinary courses last five or six years. The courses are full-time which means that the students are not supposed to take a job during term time. The British University year is divided into three terms with vacations at Christmas, a month at Easter, and three or four months in summer. These are periods of private study.

Students in Great Britain receive a state grant which covers most of their living expenses and the cost of accommodation. The amount of grants depends on parental income: if the parents don’t earn much money, their child will get a full grant. There are also government loans but this money must be paid back.

Students who study for their first degree are called undergraduates. At the end of the third year of study undergraduates pass examinations and take the Bachelor’s degree. If they study arts subjects (history, languages or law) they take Bachelor of Arts (BA). Those who study sciences such as medicine technology or agriculture get Bachelor of Science (BS). When students are awarded the degree, they become graduates. Students who obtain their bachelor’s degree can take post-graduate courses and after one or two years of studying they get Master’s degree (MA or MS). The highest degree is Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) which takes two or three years.

The largest teaching institution in Britain is the Open University. It was founded in 1969 and is so called because it does not require any formal academic qualifications to study for a degree. It offers part-time education for people who cannot attend regular courses. The university is not residential, it operates like a correspondence course with books and programs on radio and TV.

Vocabulary notes:

	to award
	присуждать

	correspondence courses
	заочное обучение

	post-graduate courses
	аспирантура

	to comprise
	включать в себя

	technical bias
	технический уклон

	selective process
	процесс отбора

	governmental loan
	государственный заем

	grant
	гранд

	residential
	жилой


	undergraduates
	студент (без степени)

	Bachelor’s degree
	степень бакалавра

	Master’s degree
	степень магистра

	living expenses
	затраты на проживание

	entrance
	поступление

	accomodation
	жилье


Exercises

Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations.

Присуждать, степень, персонал, жилье, наставник, включать в себя, технический уклон, студенты-вечерники, абитуриент, поступление, процесс отбора, вступительный экзамен, общеобразовательный, аспирантура, студенты государственный заем, затраты на проживание, заочное отделение, степень магистра, собеседование.

Ex. 2 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) Higher education in Britain is given at universities only.

2) All British universities are state universities.

3) Oxford and Cambridge are composed of semi-independent colleges.

4) The Fellows teach students in large groups at Oxford.

5) «Redbrick» universities are institutions with a technical bias.

6) Polytechnics were designed to give practical and vocational education.

7) Every British student with A-level qualifications can study at a university.

8) If parent’s earn a lot of money, their child will get a full-grant.

Ex. 3 Explain the following words.

Tutorial; an applicant; sandwich courses; full-time education.

Ex. 4  Answer the questions.

1) What educational institutions provide higher education in Britain?

2) What are Oxford and Cambridge famous for?

3) Which group of universities has a technical bias?

4) What do «campus» universities focus on?

5)  Is higher education in Britain selective? Prove.

6) How long does university studying last?

7) What does the amount of grant depend on?

8) When do undergraduates take the Bachelor’s degree and become graduates?

9) What is the highest degree at British universities?

Ex. 5 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) Высшее образование в Британии предоставляется в университетах, колледжах, и высших образовательных учреждениях.

2) Оксфорд Кембридж ( это старейшие университеты Англии, где наставники учат студентов в малых группах или индивидуально.

3) Высшее образование в Британии основано на процессе отбора по результатам собеседования.

4) В Оксфорде и Кембридже студенты сдают вступительные экзамены.

5) Британские студенты получают гранды и государственные займы.

6) Студенты получают степень бакалавра после трех лет обучения.

